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discussion.    From  his  letters  one would judge
that, while he gave due attention to each point,
discussing pros and cons with his deliberate im-
partiality, his wife practically decided everything.
Although   they sometimes   quarrelled  (on   one
occasion to the extent of seriously proposing to
separate) they always made it up again, nor is
there any sign that on the subject of the children's
training they ever had  any real  difference  of
opinion.    Mrs. Godwin's jealous fussiness  gave
Godwin abundant opportunities for the exercise
of philosophy, and to the inherent untruthfulness
of her manner and speech he remained strangely
and   philosophically  blind.    From   allusions   in
letters we gather that the children had a daily
governess, with occasional lessons from a master,
Mr. Burton.    It is often asserted that Mrs. God-
win was a harsh and cruel stepmother, who made
the children's home miserable.    There is nothing
to prove this.    Later on, when moral guidance
and sympathy were needed, she fell short indeed
of what she   might   have   been.    But  for the
material wellbeing of the children she cared well
enough, and was at any rate desirous that they
should be happy, whether or not she always took
the best means of making them so.   And Godwin
placed full confidence in her practical powers.

In May 1811 Mrs. Godwin and all the children
except Fanny, who stayed at home to keep house